[image: image1.jpg]avpledge.com




Local First






Fact Sheet
Improving Our Local Economy by Buying in the Antelope Valley



Media Contacts:
Barbara Vilardo (661) 992-5740
Kevin Sanders (661) 718-8844
Harry Engel (661) 478-7181
Vilardo Communications

Creative Concepts


Frye Chiropractic Inc.
pr@vilardocommunications.com
cre8ive@qnet.com


frye@qnet.com
Local First Coalition BACKGROUND
Who we are
The Local First Coalition is a grassroots effort created in Fall 2008 by two local businessmen, Harry Engel of Frye Chiropractic Inc. and Kevin Sanders of Creative Concepts, to help stop the flow of money out of the valley.   Today it comprises a 20-member steering committee of business and government leaders who meet regularly to plan and implement the organization’s goals.
Purpose and mission
The purposes of the Local First Coalition are 1) to create awareness among Antelope Valley residents and employers about the reasons why it is important to shop locally and 2) to change the shopping and buying habits and policies of those residents and employers who make purchases outside of the Antelope Valley. The mission of the Local First Coalition is to improve the local economy by shopping and buying in the Antelope Valley.

Strategies used
The Local First Coalition is using two strategies to accomplish its goals:  1) Educate residents of the Antelope Valley about the importance of shopping locally and encourage them to pledge to do this on www.avpledge.com and 2) Contact Antelope Valley employers (large, small, governmental, nonprofit, education, etc.) and ask that they become local first certified by: 

1. Reviewing past and prospective spending for opportunities to shift spending to local vendors, contractors and suppliers and

2. Educating their employees about the benefits of shopping locally.

Funding
The Local First Coalition is a volunteer organization with no official funding source. It depends on local businesspeople and government representatives who volunteer their time on the steering committee and who donate their professional expertise and in-kind services to achieve the mission of the organization.  
For more information

For more information about the Local First Coalition, please visit the Web site at www.avpledge.com
###







