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Local First Coalition Joins State Controller to Urge Valley Employers to Buy Local
Antelope Valley – (August 19, 2009) The Local First Coalition will make its pitch to major employers and business owners to buy locally at a free “Small Business Tax and Regional Business Opportunity Seminar” on Tuesday, August 25 at the Palmdale Hotel, 300 W. Palmdale Blvd.  California State Controller John Chiang will be the keynote speaker at the seminar that runs from 9 am until noon.

Two local businessmen, Harry Engel of Frye Chiropractic and Kevin Sanders of Creative Concepts, started the Local First Coalition last fall, a grassroots effort to help stop the flow of money out of the valley.  “We can fight this recession and boost our local economy with one simple act,” said Coalition leader Sanders.  “We all can pledge to support our economy by purchasing goods and services here in the Antelope Valley.”

The Local First Coalition, comprising a 20-member steering committee, first aimed its “Buy Local” message at local consumers during the 2008 holiday shopping season. The Coalition is now targeting major employers in the second phase of the campaign. At the seminar, which will provide information on taxes, financing, training and incentives, the Coalition will ask every employer to analyze their purchasing policies and to pledge to use local vendors and contractors for their services and supplies purchases whenever possible.

“When employers purchase goods and services here, millions if not billions of dollars circulate in our economy,” said Coalition leader Engel. “This enhances property values, preserves jobs and provides much needed services for residents,” he added. Increased purchases translate into increased sales tax revenues which the cities and county need to maintain and provide parks, roads, police and fire protection and other services.


To reserve a spot for the free “Small Business Tax and Regional Business Opportunity Seminar,” call the Antelope Valley Board of Trade at (661) 942-9581.
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